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An Angel?  

by Stanley Buck 
 

(continued from the November edition of The Window) 
 

  The strange thing about all this is that I took it all 
for granted, and thought that I was just lucky.  I didn’t 
think about God, or Angels.  I was a fool. 
  Many years later when I was in my 50s, working 
in the County Assessors Office, I discussed a book about 
Angels with my boss, friend, and mentor, the County As-
sessor, Carl Sanders.  
  I told Carl that I thought Angels were fictional, 
and didn’t exist, and I mentioned that even Angel Art was 
silly.   I didn’t think of angels appearing as understated in 
human form.  I imagined them as the artists portrayed 
them.   Carl said, “Do not be forgetful to entertain strang-
ers, for many have entertained angels unawares.”  Then 
something clicked in my mind, and I had a sudden flash 
of insight.   Then I really felt like a fool, because I knew 
that my successes were due to divine intervention of 
some kind.  But why?   
  I thought about this for several months.  Certain 
questions kept entering my mind.  Why was I given these 
blessings?  What is my purpose?  Did I do something to 
deserve the good things that happened to 
me?   Eventually it came to me. 
  When I was a teenager living in poverty I could 
not adjust to High School.   I looked funny, had poor so-

(Continued on page 2) 
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cial skills, and was broke.  I had lived many miles from 
town in a wilderness area with no modern conveniences 
like telephone, or electricity.  Our house was a board 
shack.   Finally, I was so desperate that I started reading 
a miniature Gideon’s Bible that a man gave me.  I read it 
under a kerosene lamp, or with a flashlight.   
  At first I couldn’t understand it at all.  Then I 
started to understand some of it.  I decided that it was like 
an old growth forest.  When you first enter the forest you 
don’t understand it.  But, each time you enter the forest 
you learn something new.  I saw Jesus for what he was, 
and what I needed.  I believed. 
  Since I believed, and with an intent and purpose 
in my heart, I signed the Bible taking Jesus Christ as my 
personal savior.  That made me spiritually bullet proof 
from then on.  I belonged to Jesus.  But then, I more or 
less forgot about it.  God didn’t forget. 
  So, my life went on to a long military career, and 
although I believed in God, I did not pursue it; I lived more 
secular than anything else.  But, I never got into incurable 
trouble or any that I didn’t learn and grow from.  God was 
with me whether I knew it or not.  
  In my 40s I had some troubles with depression 
and anxiety, but I refused to take drugs.  Eventually, I fig-
ured out that my problem was both pride and not recog-
nizing that I needed spiritual nourishment.  (When your 
soul slips, you get depression and anxiety.)   I grew closer 
to God, but I still didn’t’ believe in angels.   
  My encounter with Carl made me understand 
what I had denied all along.  God had a serious purpose 
for me, and Carl recognized that.  He always said, “Don’t 
keep your light under a basket”.  
  Carl died at 81, but he did the Lords work.  Also, I 
did some things that I felt God calling me to do.   I’m 75 
now, but I feel blessed; and I know that God has a serious 
purpose for all of us.  God bless you. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Help Purchase Bibles for Missionaries 
�����	�����������
�����������
 With Christmas around the cor-
ner, now is a excellent time to start sav-
ing your used stamps.  This is a great 
way to help missionaries around the world.  All you 
need to do is cut out stamps from mail you receive 
and place them in the box on the counter in the nar-
thex.  There needs to be a 1/4” margin around the 
stamp—the perforations must be uncut. 
 These stamps are then mailed to an agency 
that resells them and buys Bibles and Christian mate-
rial for missionaries.  It was reported that the last box 
we submitted weighed 2 pounds 4 ounces.  Can you 
guess how many stamps were in the box?   (See an-
swer below) 

Answer:  3,500 
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Operation Christmas Child  

����������������������������������������
 Thank you to everyone who helped with Opera-
tion Christmas Child this year.  Thirty-three shoe boxes 
were delivered in Florence and will be sent on to children 
in other parts of the world.  They will be blessed by your 
generosity. 
 
[To read more about Operation Christmas Child visit 
http://www.samaritanspurse.org] 
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A Great Place to Shop for Christmas! 
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Your Window on What’s Happening at Community Presby terian Church 

���������	
��
��������	������	
������#�'4�B���#��	���	�I�<���%��	$�"������

�������;����0��C24
D�27'�

7J�
(�����+������0������%��	�%�K��������� �

�
�����#�<�����%����.����!�
�0'�������

�
���	���	�������	�	����	�
	���	���	

�

;��	��!9���������	���
�������"������������!�*��������$��0����!?����

�

�������#���	���/�
��� �����
	������ 
�� �

 ��������
�

�������
�

���L�@���'$�4�B�2!�����	����8�#�����	������C����%�� ��'D�
���L�@���4�B�2!=�������)���	�=�C�	�	���+>������D�
���L�@���7�!����������������#�C&��������������/����� ����D��������������������
���L�@���3�!����	��)������� ������������	��C'%��-�� ��� ���D�
���L�@����!�����	���������	�

0'�������C��	��������% ����
D�
���L�@����!�����������	���-������C�	��	���	�40��%�D �
���L�@���
'!=������=�*������C��	��������%����'D�
���L�@���
'�B�
��! ������������������� �C��	���������%D�
���L�@���
4�!������	����(.�����.����C30���%�D �
�
�

��&	
����'"�(�
· 8���7�!�(%�%���#����.�����	�30��%��C�������������.� �D�
�

����������	�
��������
� �
C@�����	����	���������D�

�
� ����� �	� ��#�	���� ���� �	�#���� �����
���#�������M��(.��#���������.�	���	�����%������
��	�� ���� ������� ��� ���
������� ��
������
� �� �<�A��� �	��	� ��		���� �%� ���� ������	���� 	���
	���� �	�40���%�$� 	���� �	�70��$� ��� �����&�����
���� �� ����	� ������ � +�	������$� ��� ����� �������
������	����	���	������������	���#����
� ����� ���� ����#�� &���� �� ����������
	����	����	�	��������	�����������������������
��#������� ������	�������� �������� �*����%�����
	��&��	����M�

 
 

�������������	��
�����
���������
 

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
 

��������������������
 

�����
����� ������������	!"�


